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Five years following Mr. Brown's death in 1945 were not without difficulty. 

She wished to remain in the home where she had lived for fifty years. The south 
part of the house had been built nearly one hundred ye&rs earlier and the north not 
much later. The heavy square timbers and the thick wide boarAs covering the framing 
beneath the old plaster, the wooden lath on the inside and clapboard on the outside 
were sturdy, but cracks were difficult to repair and the foundation had become uneven. 
Her husband thought the one surviving would not remain in the house and extensive 
repairs were not made. In the city with her daughter she was alone for the long days, 
and unhappy. Her eon-in-law realising the seriousness .of his heart condition had 
consented to help his wife to secure half-interest in a building products company. 
Conditions occasioned by the War in Europe made her duties heavier than had been 
anticipated. The husband's sudden death in September 1950 and the opportunity to 
sell her interest in the firm which followed, made it possible for her to return to 
her old home. A new heating system and other repairs and alterations were made and 
the home was comfortable onoe more. 

Mrs. Brown rema ined in reasonably good health. Her mind was alert to the 
end of her life, but she had the services of a practical nurse for her last year in 
the person of Mrs. Robb of Dutton. Mrs. Glen Brown was able to give assistance when 
the occasion demanded, far far beyond what had been expected, and her mother-in-law 
Mary, wife of Austin Brown, (Mrs. Luke Brown's nephew), cooperated to make this 
assistance possible. On the last day of April, 1955, she was admitted to the 
General Hospital in st.Thomas, having been her usual self up to a few hours prior. 
She passed away on May lat. and w~s buried beside her husband in the Oowal Cemetery. 
At her funeral Rev. A.O. Campbell of St.Thomas was prepared to speak of Mrs. Brown 
as he considered her a most outstanding and extraordinary person. That it did not 
occur is to the lasting regret of her family. Rev. Stewart of the Fifth Avenue 
Baptist Church kindly took Rev. Campbell's place. Mrs. Robb, who had become very 
fond of her patient, was at the organ at the Shedden Funeral Home. 

C~mpiled by Mrs. Herbert Gould. 

Home of L.H. Brown 1952 
Below in 1910 

" 

Granddaughte r of Mr. and Mrs. L .H . Brown 

St and ing: Patricia, Jeanne, Richard. 
Seated: Robe rt Bacon, Philip, Doris (Brown) 

Bacon with Jaqueline and Michael 
of Windsor, Nova Scotia. 

At Left, from left to right: 

Luke Brown, Wesley Smi th, Mr s. Brown, 
Vernon Bro wn, Elisabeth Brown with 
"Clip." 



JOSEPH C fFIELD - HANNAH iiLLIAhlS CaNFIELD 159 

Joseph Canfield and Hannah \'l'illiams canfield s pent their married life in a 
house formerly occupied by Dr . and Mrs . Manson. Joseph ' s father passed away soon 
afte r he wa s born, leaving his mother Re becca Jane Mills, still very young , although 
a widow for the second time. Early records s ay she was the daugh ter of Peter and 
Phoebe Mills of Yarmouth Township . They we r e all Nova Scotians . Sh e was an excel lent 
we a ver . She rema ined a widow for at le a st ten years before marrying Henry Silcox at 
the age of thirty three years . 

1 . Ben Canfield , b r other 
of Joseph. 3 

2. Ro l and who d i ed in 
infancy . 

3 . El izabeth , who died at 
eighteen, sister of 
Ben . 

1 

No o ne at t h is time re members he r husuand 's brotner and sister, Ben and 
Elizabeth , but the writer ha s t he memory of the r espe ctful way she has heard t hem 
mentioned in he r ch ildhood . A p i ec e of nee dl epo int done by the sister c an still be 
recalled and described. 

Mr . Joseph Canfield was an earnest student of the Bible . 
cl a sses at t he Iona United Church where he attended , few quest io ns 
which he co u l d not answer , i f based on the contents of t hat Book . 
bered a s a master of the l arge brass oa ss ho r n which records stat e 
Iona Band a long time ago . 

In Sunday School 
coul d be asked to 
He is a lso re mem
he pl ayed with the 

Hannah wa s the dau ghter of Randall Williams, whose home was on the l Ot h 
Concession . She was an excellent cook a nd housekeeper, with a re putation of thrift 
and being ab le to prepare foods of excellence even with l i mited mea~s. 

One son Roland died i n i nfancy. Daughters Lo r etta and Ness ie ma rried and 
made t heir homes in Lon don . Roland , th e t hi rd child, name d by his parents after their 
first c h ild, married , and lived i n the ho u se north of the Methodist Church ( Un i ted) . 
Frank died early in l i fe . 

Curator . 



1m. & MRS. ROBERT CARSWELL 160 

~r. Robert Carswell and his wife Sarah Jane Fletcher were 
born in the Iona district. Mrs. Fletcher, born in the village, 
passed away in 1959 . To her friends she was known and spoken of as 
"Jennie". A warm and friendly personality , she was welcome as a guest, 
a charming hostess an d a prized member of neighborhood organizations. 

For some years after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Carswell 
lived in the home t hey bought f r om Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Brit ton on Lot 2 
south side of the Back Street, Dunwich side of the village, where 
their son Donald was born. Later , feeling it proper, the home was 
changed t o the "Carswell'' fa r m about two miles west of the village, 
and Robert took o v er his fa t her's work . In 1943, growing older, the 
homestea d was sold, and a f i nal move was made to the village to the 
house where his Aunt Bella Robb had forme rly lived. Fai l ing st r ength 
a s years increased, he became a resident in the Bobier Home, Dutton, 
where his son Donald's thoughtfulness br ightened his three declining 
years. His youn g g r a ndsons were his p r ide andjoy. 

Mr . Carswell h ad two sisters, Essie and Ena, and four brothera, 
John (living oppo s ite the Carswell Homestead), Edward ( on the farm 
adjoining west ) , Duncan (of London), and Peter. 

Mr. Carswell was a life member of the Order o f Foresters, having be l onged 
to that organi zation for fifty years; for thi r ty- five year s a member of the Sout hwo ld 
and Dunwich Agr icultural Fair Board, as well as a d irector of the Shedden Fair Board , 
and a director of the Wallacetown and Lake Shore Telephone Compa ny . 

When Miss Mabel Silcox , who lived di r ectly across the street, went t o the 
Bobier Home as a newcomer, Mr . Carswell met her at the door with an enthusiastic word 
of welcome which Miss Silcox did not entirely appreciate. The section of Iona where 
these two l ive d had been bordered by state l y elm trees , which growing old, were the 
d e li ght of many squi r rels who were Mr. Carswell ' s friends . But Miss Silcox did not 
l ike them as they nested in the att i c of her home . One day she crossed the street 
to complain rather vigoro u sly about hie pets an d s he could not forget his r e ply : 
" Well, Mabel, you aren ' t using that attict•• 

Passing away at the age o f 87 years, he kept his faculties a n d interest 
in others until his life ended . 

Curator 1962- 68 . 

Upper Right -

Duncan Carswell -

Dun c an ma rried Edy the, dau gh ter 
o f James Owen Lumley, merchant 
of Iona. 

Lower Right -

John Carswell -

John married Margaret McTagg a r t 
and purchased t h e far m directly 
o pposite to t h e Carswell Ho mestead. 



:;)!, • JOHN C S::!.ADDEN 

.ur . ~ascadden Nas born in Ircluud in the year 1840, received his educut i.on 
in his native lo. 1d and e.ti ·r •"Led with his fat':1er to Canada in 185.; . 

The doors of t e ~cl".oo lho s .ere o n 1ere also, a d after studyine; in 
Sp rta a else.~ere, obtained a certificate; nd for four undone - half ye rs w s 
one of the spirited ~ru .regressive teac1ers of the county end one of the founcers 
of the "Elgin '11eachers 1 ..lSSOCiation 11

• 

Jr . Casc~duen raduated in ~edicine at the University of ~oronto in 1863 . 
He be~an his 1ractice in rorfolk and moved to ElJin in 1864 . He attended a course 
i1 medicine and chemistry at the ~niversity of ~ichigan , dnn nroor , visited Great 
Britain and attended hospitals in London in 1866 . ·Ie becalfle u m~r.lber of the Royal 
Colle~e of lh)sicians und the Institute of the Royal Colle;e of Physici~ns and 
Surceons , Edinburgh , in 1867 . 

( ~he abo v e i s an ex c e r p t fro m . .t'a e ,Jo • •• tlas of 1877. j 

~r . Cascudden ' s oi'fit:e and hoce ~as on Lots 9 and 10, on the \:est side of 
the To~.nline, .:.n Ionu, i 1 edi.atcly north of the Temperance Hall. 

•·•Y •nother and futher who live on the south side of ~;his hall , often spoke 
of ~r. Cascddden and his wife Hannah . mother was quite thrilled at t'e followin 
i r c i den t : t h en the Do 0t o r TI as 3 1 e c t e d r:~e m be r o f Par 1 i .o 1 en t o n t h e L i b e r a 1 t i c k e t 
and left to attend Iarlie1ment, he refused to have ..... rs. :::ascudden go \~ith h · She 
was do .rcust , out i nediately o tfitted herself beautifully and follo;;ed hi :1 . She 
nas so 'l ired fo r her aT.eu r ance ana her chur.1ing and lively personality , tat the 
good but so ewhat i r ascibl,~ do .... t.or was very {-roud of her and fort>uve her co3t reat 
fully for disooeying hi .1 . 

It should be noted thet i n the excerpt froill the ~tl~s of 1877, no mention 
i s made or Dr . Cascadden's practi ce bein.; in Ionu . It is suid thttt only those cit
izens Hho could pay well were written Ul · •. 1 .. ny ot11ers who are stil l rememoered are 
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not rnentio 1ed at al l. •• ~oney wus o.p~arentl~ not 1 ... antiful e•1en in th.:.s then flo't.rish -
ing villa e . 

(Cur tor: wrs . Ray Johnson). 

P i c t ure courtesy Mrs. L . n . Brown . 



HERMON CLARK - SARAH MAR GARET NORTON 
1853-1921 1862-1943 

A decendent of John Lumley and Jennie Ryan, who left Nova Scotia in 1 819 
to settle in Dunwich, is Hermon Cl a rk. 

He was the son of Jonah Clark an d Mary Lumley. His mother Kary was the 
daughter o f William Lumley and Jennie Ryan . 

This add s u p to Hermon Clark h a ving as his Great Grandfather and Great 
Grandmother - John and Jenni e Ryan Lumley, who left Nova Scotia in 1819 with twelve 
of their thirteen children to come to Dunwic h . 

Mr. Hermon Clark married Miss Sarah Margaret No rton. They live d on the 
west half of Lot 4, south-west section of Iona, almost opposite the Decow home on 
Lot 5 . Since their time the home has been occupied by a number of families. 

Their children were: Nel lie (Wrs . Fran k Wha1l s) bor n in 18 59, died 1 970. 
and Louis Reed, who lost his life at Vimy Ridg e in the First World War when he was 
aged 22 in 1917. 

Mr. Clark love d to care tor a gar den. Plants seemed to grow easily f or 
him. The g rounds of the London Hospit a l where he spent much of his later life 
owe much of their beauty to him. Fortunately he was ha ppy i n this ~rk. 

Curator 19 62 

THE FRANK HENDBRSONS 

Elizabeth Alice Henderson was born in Iona in 1884 an d died in 1970. 
After the death of her husband, she made her ho me wi th her daughter, Mrs. Fran k 
Fordham (Hazel). She had one grandson- Monty Fordham. 

At that ti me 
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In the early 19 00 's Mrs . Henderson was popular in Iona. 
the Gle e Club and the Literary Society were flourishing. Many of 
ot Mrs. Henderson had passed on ahead of her. Their name s are t o 
in this book under the story of the above groups. 

the good fri ends 
be found elsewhere 

Clara Lumley of St .Thomas an d Edythe Carswell , as well as Lau r a Graham -
te a cher a t s. s. No. 5, had many good times, often in c ompany with Mrs. Henderson's 
brothers Blake and Gordon. 

Curator 1962. 



DR . Jn.ES ,/ . CR. NE 1 63 

Dr . Cr ane wus one of El gin Co unty ' s bes t known residents , and those who 
have v i ewed his 16ng record suid he was the owner of a name a l most synonymous with 
medicine i n Southwestern Onturio . His c ontrioutions to the Elgin 'Jounty Pionee r 
i.luseum 1:1nd his i nterest in the county in be1 ert..:. l will oe lonb remembered . 

Jr . Crane uas born ut On1e l l und gro.auateu fro-1.1 t'le St.Thor.l~:-S _;olleui'ite 
I nstitt.te . e uo.s one of Ontario ' s oldest doctors , hav i nt, re_;eived n i s ... eaical 
deGree from the University of 1oronto in 18~8 . He took post - br eluate Hork in tne 
Un i ted States , ~ng l and and Cerllll:iny , but be6un his pra c tice here in El b i n , workin3 
at I ona and ,/a l lacetown . 

• 

Dr . Cr t.ne beb n his practi.;e in the hone of Jr . Case .daen , in Ionu . His 
first baby was del i vered in the hoJe nex~ door , Vernon Luke rlrown , the son of, r . and 
• r s . Luke H • a row n . La t e r he no v e d to ,I a 11 tic e to w n . 

ne alv1ays ho.d an active interest i1. the coui~ty , and timong other se:rvit!es , 
VI3s instru .. 1entul in ort,:; .. nizin; the .~all&.ceto,,n o.nd Luke Shore l

1elephore Corupu.ny iu 
l9 v l , ar u the Southilold unu l)un,.ich Telethone Company i n lJOb . 

The fro at !'late of "' scrc.pJook doi.ut d to the El uin Cou1 ty M.useurn t ree 
years u ;o by Jr . Crane inelt...ues a sketch of a youn-5 do;;tor ..ms\.erin 0 a niuht call on 
an old- fo.s1tioned rural tcJ.evnor:e , e.--idenee of h.is fo.rsi 0 htc:d vie\lpoint , even t!.en . 

TO LOI~Ju!l. l!J 1 91~ 

His in t ere s t i n the 1 i f e of E 1 t:> in County co n t i n u e d even when he u1o v e d to 
London ln l Jl ... , on his appointncnt to the stuff of the University Of \/estern onttu i o ' s 
then- ne\• 1 .• eaicul Sc hool . f'e \1 s professor of pht.rne.colo~y and 1~1ysio l ogical che.nistry 
for .. any years , and also tau0.v Jioche istry ana thera}.euticc , trTice beco in t' Acting 
~ea of the Fa~ulty of ~edici•e and later the lumni Director of the Univers~t) . 

He \IUS rrobably b~st - kno'l"ln for his outstanding alu l!lte 1'/0rk a~.a \,as \l idely 
kno'fm as "Mr . rfestern .Alumnae" . He st<..rted the Alumnae .~ssociation in 1924 , aud 
after retirin~ from teeching in 1936, devoted his next ten years to this organization . 
In 1919 he founded the L~rvey Cluo to adv· nc e the study of the hi story of' me dicir e 
amon..; pr·1cticL t; physici ... ns . 'e \las the inq iration for ot .er or..;anizations in this 
::.rea, incl ding the Osler 5ociety and the 'oonday Study Clu ~, .:hich no .. numbers uore 
than 2 .... 0 members anu .neets .. eekly at tne London Y~.- Y ... c .• . 



1 6 4 

In 1947, ht! r e ceived an LL . D. from u. ,: . o . in reco gn itio n of his l on: service 
i n the c ause of r.1edi ci ne . 

Du ring ~ i s l ife t i me , Dr . ~rt.ne, crre e.tly intereste1 i n histo ric 'J. l r ecord s , 
collect ed a ve ry 1 r g e ~edical ! ibr ~ry, 1 d outstundi~ and hiGhly special:u_d ty1e 
of coll oction , '!nd he dont.ted l, 'JO volu es to t1e Un iver s i ty of .1estern Cntc..riu 
... e .i cal Libr r y . Li r.. r a r y c 'lta lo g'..l i n.; h ad £ l., ays oeen of i nterest to hi... too , und "l is 
:nedi c co.l c at·lo ·ue o f the ioc~.or s of Sout n .• este r n Ontario, hhich is quite well kno~m , 
wc s do1ated by hj '1 to t h e Lo ndon Pu.olic Libr a ry . 

'l'he wany young men and wor1e n who studi ed under him, later kep t i n const ant 
touch with him a n d when he r e tired to Iona Stalion , his f o rm home , "Kelligr e w", 
be c a e a me cca for doctors from all over, many co 1. i n€:; to see his l ibrary a nd to talk 
with t he Jtan . .Dr . Evan Shu t e , of London , de : ribes as the " g re a test-hearted docto r 
0 f '1 i S 6 en e r a t i 0 n • II t e W ~ S a A 'le ffi b e r 0 f t h e C 0 V (. 11 a !l t e d 3 r p t i S t ~ h r J C h at 1 a 11 U _; e -
town . 

Ln ext re ~ely vblu~olc historic scr ~ book about El uin J o u.nty , co ~~i l ed by Jr . 
Crane in 1 35::. , was do .• a cd to the 3 l e; in Cou nty fioneer J.1uset.lll by hi. .. in 19 ..~6 . ~he 

doct o r uS an avid and pains t kingly efficient co mp iler of r e c o rds und si~n ific an t 
mater i.::1l dealing- '.7 i th mdny suojects . 

.~~ "J . ,t . Crane •.. e rtorial L ib r ary" u as set up on Ja nuary 6, 1J62 , \lith 200 book s 
fron Kelli:r ew as a n u. cl ~~s . 

.t .. t kelli.:;re .. , Jr . ..... rane :t: l anted the a r ea to t 1.e so uth of hi s r esidence to 
trees . · elpe .• oy his b r other -i 1-l aH , :.ugh •. ~c:: o.ll , .1.e o.i ed to ,.. v e one of ever,)' 
kind of Cul. dian tree , and , "\S f a r as is k1.o.m , ·. ~s successf'll in realizi ng his 
o.mbition . 

1 .. rs . J . D. Galbrl.ith , w:1o lives op posi te Ke lli g rew und a cross t.1e Townli 1e 
to his woods , tells that Jr . Crane as ked his nei ghbotn s neve r to k ill u s nake Hith
out first being sure it • .. u s not b r an ded on its back ,, it h a " C" for Cr ane . I e 
r ealized fully their b enefic ial qualities . 

J r . '; r c.:1 e died on Nove .be !' :.., 1959 . Hi s \7~fe . the for e r •. ary C . .. cJoll , 
predeceased hi . ~. i s l st illness • ::. s s•.ort a 1d at t'.e st . '"'ho. s El...,it eo~o rit:. :! 

o s 1 ital. He VH s cheor"ul t o t'.e end . s u;i 1_:: to ,, i sitors tnt t " the ol d machi ne \'Jus 
pretty •• el l \O rr~ out nne there we re no sp ~ r e J: ' rt s l::'.. V ~i labl e ." ~r~. e.tion took 1lace 
at t h e 'l'o r o n t o C !' e nat o r i u m a f t e r a s e r v .i. c e at t' e . i ll 'l r d ~ eo r .; e Fun e r c..l H o r; e by 
El de r n,sto n of Jutton , puPtor of Co venanted ~art ist Chu rch , i g hway 3, be t ween Io na 
an d WalJacetown , wh~ c h Dr . Crane attended . 

Interment wus :nade in the •.• cCol l Ce 11e tery of '.fe st Elein . 

(Compiled for the roost par t f ro m a newspaper article i n the St . Tho mas 
Ti me s J o urnal . ';urator) . 



WhLTER CURR I E - ANN I E ELIZ£ BETH GARBUTT 
1 859 - 19 09 1 862-1 943 

Mr . and Mrs . Currie made t h eir home o n Lot 5 , facin g t he Iona Ro a d on the 
nort h - e ast corner of William Street . 
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Two children Flora ( Mrs. Saxby) and Geor g ina ( Mrs. Robert Wil l son) were born . 

Mrs . Saxby lived with her sister for many years, caring for her as she had 
lost her healt h after the death of Mr. Willson . Mrs . Saxby ' s son Hi lton , a c h artered 
ac coun t an t , wa s a frequent vi sito r at this home , just south of the United Church. He 
was a co mfort an d ge nerous support e r of his mother and aunt , as well as t h e church 
next door . On ~rs. Wi l lson ' s deat h , he i nhe r i ted the p ro pe rty . 

After her sister ' s death , Mr s. Saxby and Hi l ton moved to a house facin g 
Queen Street . Mrs . Saxby ' s health f ailing , she entered El g in Uannor . There s h e 
made an excellent adjust men t , pra ising the kindness of the e mploye es t h ere . 

~ . a nd Mrs . Willson made their ho me on the f a r m in Dunwic h on the old J ames 
Lumley pro p erty bordered by t he Talbot Creek . ~illiam Piper was a l at er re s i dent 
here. After h er husb and ' s death , 1!rs . 11illson f irst mo ved to t h e house on Lot 18, 
Southwold, corner Iona Ro a d an d Back Street; l a ter to t h e home ment i oned above . 

The lot to whic h Mrs . '·1 illson ' s l ast ho me wa s moved , has been a subject of co n 
jectu re to a fe w o f t h e resi d ents of the villag e , being Mary Street . 

Mr . Walter Cur r ie, wh ile assisting a far mer at Wa l l acet own du rin g h a rvest 
time i n 1 909, fell from a lo ad ed wagon and was killed . 

Mrs. Currie , a daug ht er of Robe rt Ga rbutt, west of 7all a ceto wn , had been 
a ccu stomed to many thin g s a t tha t ti me classed as luxurious to most. Now, left a 
widow with two dau g ht ers, s he was wit hout me a ns of sup port . Alwa ys a meticulous 
housekeepe r , she worked for others . He r pay was one dollar a d ay , if she was pa ia 
in cash, but of ten in produc e. Muc h res p ect and admi ration i s due t h is fi n e woma n 
for t h e way she faced the h a r dsh i ps s h e en dured . 

Lat er , he r elder daugh ter found e mp lo yment wit h Mr. and drs . Art h ur Wh a lls 
o f Port Tal bot . The younger, Geo r g ina , a ct ed as operator o f t h e Iona ~'e l ephone 
Exchange . 

Mrs. Currie died at the ho me of Georg ina ( Mrs . Robert Willson), in 1 943 . 

Cur a tor . 
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Dd.J: I EL DECO If 

d.l.lone:; the na.nes of suc c essfu l business .. 1en i n Iono. ' s lL~yday , one stund s 
ou t - thut of Danie l Deco\1 . 

•. l:r . Deco\'/ and a ,t;artr..er, •.. r . !:ccles "'"'t>an u part nerl::wii \il..:.ch cocitinued 
fro o 1 8 53 t o 1 8 e l. De co vr co u t in u e d u n t ll 1 c3 S 6 1 ~en he so 1 d to t ,, o o f h i s c 1 e r k s , 
Liddell un ... ~hL,holc . Th~ busir.ess ca ... e bacK -co ... r . :::>eco·., i r. 187 J . 

L,r . J ......... es .; . .Jro\.n \::::-i~es i r. 1896 ..... s follo .s : ".Je~ o ' s c aree r had be .. n 
successful , so i n l c355 t,.. entered i nto the ho.rdll<.~. r e busi ess , bo '-,'"furs , lliues , 
\'TOOl, ti oer t.nd c:;rain and :1ad t\lenty peddlin._; Wti..;ons on uh.C r oad \7est C..S fur u.S 

.. J..mherstbur~ . To ._; ive so .. c extent of the bus i ness done : i"' •. ove .. uJer , l o61, the 
credit sules ,,e re ~ 1, 6 1 4 . 81; CJ.nd in 1~ pri l , 1J62 , ,,1, 066 . 62 ; in June , 1865 , the c u sh 
s a 1 e s '' e r e " 1 , 1 5 4 • 2 0 . '11 h. e cl b o v e i s a f · i r u v e r · 1 J e o f s u.l e s i n t he be n e r a 1 s t o r e o. 
lo ne . 

"''. e ,, o o 1 b u s i n e s s ··;a s o n s. s t i 11 l · r o e r s ~ a 1 e ; i r.. J u n e 1 b u 7 , ~ ... , 6 l :... • 6 2 
,,as 1 .. id ir. cash for \1oo l, .nd in July of the same J e .... r ,.~ , 990 . 41. Lis .. ool 
undert ki.lt., .~:roved very di~u.strous to .... ,r . .JecoH ' s finan c ic..l st ndin0 . " 

.~t th · s t i me Io Hl " S· t:1e c entre of tl e \?oo l trAde u.nd ~ .1e f Lct is, a s we 
r e ad other re cords , the bottom fell o ... t of ih.e trt..de o~ ( Curu.tor) . 
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tvlr . Brown continues : " Hi s ( ..... r. ileco\. ' s} f atoer, 
ca .1e fro 1 the United Stat.:s ~bout l b l 5, (:.LI.d settled on the 
C amp~ell, on th~ JacK Street (Lo t 6 , I ~rcsu.c- Cura.tor) . 

u Urdted Em1-lre Loyalist , 
furl, r.o11 O\\necl by .... nt5us 
Here 1 •• r . Deco;. •1 s oorn . 

:geeides tLe t.1e rct.ntile business r:c \US enga.ge'd i n , he \d;lS postm~ster , J . P ., 
anu Ree ve of Dun ti c h . 

1 •• iss l.,a r y Ha...uilto1 .1rites i n 1896 , thc.t •. ~r . Deco., h· d :1 tin shop anJ did a 
l a r ge busit ... ess, havin.g us uany as tvtenty wugo ns on t:1e r oad at u ti.1e , und travcllire; 
a l l ov e r 1/estern Ont a rio . Hiss Hamilton writes that the Postm::.ster was r..r . Jo .ln 
Deco u , who ha d built a hotel in 1 842 on Lo t 1 i n So uthwo l d . The reader ma y muke a 
c hoice , un l ess more fucts bcc o.1te ava il able • 

... iss Victoria 1~unroe , :'isto rica l Research Convenor , Ion::. •.:ot.1er. ' s I nsti~.ute , 
t. rites : " Lo oh.in~ throubh t 1e books of :>a .ibl .Jeco .. , one of the f.:.rst gene ... 1 .ne •·c (l.nts 
in lo .c. , o.n .. i~ re .. in-.~e .... of t to.t olv. sene; : ' :t..r •... c. ey s sc rce ar.C. .hi.,~~" ., ... ., 
~let' ... J,y ' Tr .~ ..,Ji.o s er co. ,leted by tru ... e , coins oein0 .,~ r~e . It is •. ot un-
usual , ho .e·1..:r , ..;o see n entry for a quart of 11hiskey for ten ;;e .ts . 

.Jeco .• ' s h e :...d bookkeeper , ./illiau Crisholta , whose t\o oo.ts are no., i u 
business in Cl ev e l und (1 ... 48) , una John Ri sdon had c h< r 0 e of the ,. i n s ndt.1 i n._, Depurt 
ment . . /illiam Risdon , no~1 de.:1d , suosequent l y engaged in bus i ness i.1 Fi ngal , \,hi l e 
Jo h n betook hi.1se l f to ./a ll aceto~,n . The l atter is now livi ne; i n Toronto . Joseph 
Potts E.:. lso learned his trude with Deco~1 . Leuvi n_; I ona , he went L1to busi!'ess for 
hi~self ia 3elmont , und is no~ livin0 i n Lonao 1 • 

.Jeco1·. ·ene!'all y had fourteen .1-'edlars r;ra.vellin"" throu"hout the country t e 
year urou 1tl . They exch u.n ,cd t .. eir ,soo ds , Llost l y sto·1es and J;rodu~ts of tne tins op , 
for hia.es , dressed pork , <;.nd g r 1;1 in . 

In addition to l ooking after the store , Deco~ was postm s~er and Justice of 
the l'euce . " 

!.iss J. •• unroe ' s mot~.er anu he r un~ l e , r.lr . Loses LUl!ley, .;oulJ ho.ve 
in"tL .• ate kno ledc;e of the Deco\'' s . - ~ur~ tor . 

Or . C . C . Lum l ey spoke 

of Dan iel Oecow 
. ~'hii~._D_cCg:w_,_ was one ~ 

~he leal ])fon(lcrs orllilsiue~ an 
llldush·y. ·nfs wagons, .from which 
tinware was sold. operated nU 
thtougu Western Ontario-from 
Amherstburg to Hamilton. For 
prt1<iucc wa.~ takl!n in trade for t"•d 

ll)cCow tlnwurt', wo\ll Jn parLi<'ul~n 
The DcCow wool hnsincss l't'Mll., 
c.'l:l 11~ 1'• 'c1

l ul the time ,,f th~ !\.m4 
\'ricu11 Ch u wu\·, w\-ol ,\rJc . ., 

• \lknL to unll\11ud ot l•w 1. :~~cl 
,Donld Dt·Cm\' pro Cited. 'l'hPn , •uno 
<l OCPl'C~SlOII nnd lllC botl.<\m ll'u 
out of the wool pdcl's. Dan Dc
Cmv suffcrtd a heavy :tinancinl 

lll?w. Fo1· a lJUmb~r of year.> Mr. 
DcCow "·as a member of the El

' G'!n <;:ounty Council, lepres~ntinlh 
~~~ dlStrtct in 185:>, 61, 63, tl4 andl 

Years after: Daniel I?eCow went 
out of busmess, evJdcncc was 
1ound ot the tremendous business 
~he bad .done through the medtum 
of hls ~nwa~e wagons. In an old 
h 9ust- m wbtch D"Cow bud lived 
~JS old ledgers and journals were 
':i'ound. In ouc year tho:oe books 
showed that his avcrnge klrno'II'Cr 
~ad been about $1,350 a d:~y. T~t 
~~ bJg money even in these modl"r.t 
• t.nlt>S. 

Da te and r epor t er 
unknown . 

Co mp il e d f ro m 
abov e reco r d s. 
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Mr . and Mrs. Herbert G011ld took up 
resi dence in Iona in 1 922, on Lot 7 & 8 , i n 
the house ori g inally occu pied by Wesley 
Lumley, a pioneer, and family. 

Mr. Gould came to Canada when he 
was only 23 years of age . In hi s former 
home in Ola~ton-on-Sea in Es sex, En g l and, h e 
le f t be hind his parents Jame s and Emma (Smith) 
Goul d , two sisters , Julia and Amy and a 
brother Harr y. He never te t urned t o England . 

Mr s . Gou l d , the for mer Hannah 
Russe l l , was t h e daughter of Andrew and 
Fr an cis ( Bateman ) Russel l. She was on e of 
fhr~ si s ters, Mabel, Mary and Barbar a , and 
had four brothers - Pe ter, Rob e rt, Andrew 
and George. Her sister Mabe l is a former 
resident of this vicinity, living with her 
husb a nd Mr. Georg e Kn i ght a mile we s t of 
Ion a. Barbar a Hepbur n, Mrs. Go ul d ' s me. t ernal 

MARe K' 196 1 g r andmo t h er came to Canada from Scotlan d i n 
1847, at the same time as other we ll known 
Hepburns . She marri ed William Russell, 
father of Andr ew . 

Two daug h t e rs were born i n Io na . Mrs. Robert ( Edna) Jo ne s lives in King ston 
her husband being a p r ofesso r at Kings ton Military Colleg e, a Rhodes Scho l ar, who with 
h i s el dest son and wife s pent two y e ars , one at the Me Gill and o ne at Cambrid ge, 
En g l and , on his scho larsh i ps . They are the par ents o f two boy s and t wo girl s. Mrs. 
Jones was a former s chool teacher. 

Mr s. Elmer Ellswo rth Thomas (Jean), lives in st .Thomas with her husband who 
is bet te r known as "To mmy" , with he r five boys. Mrs. Thomas ,a s well as her sister 
was g iven a good educat ion by her parents. She a lso g r aduate d f r o m the st.Thomas 
Business College. Jean seems to h a v e inhe r it ed her father's ap pearance a nd abil ity t o 
wi t ticism without malice. 

Mr. and Mrs . GGuld h a v e b e en a ssets to th e v ill a g e in many ways. Mr. Gould 
wa s a decorator of hi g h quali ty . A well equippe d s ho p on their p remi ses pro vided 
room t o p ract i s e his ho b by of restoring an t ique fu rniture and l ettering in bu ild ing s 
such a s chu rc hes or where called for otherwise . 

Mrs. Goul d h a s been an a ctive me mber of he r c hurch, and ef t h e Iona Women 's 
In sti t ute where she filled most offices in t ha t org-anization in her time a including 
tha t of secret a r y an d p resident. Perhaps her g reatest serv i ce in both of the se 
organ izat ions has been her common sense a ttitude t o t ho se proble ms wh ich ari se. He r 
wi t ty , pithy and forthright r emarks have saved many a day. Her ho me seems oft e n 
occupied by a be aut ifu l qui lt st r etched on f r ames , where friends ar e busily at work , 
producing an a rt ic l e of excellen ce. P roc e eds fro m th e finishe d p roduct u sually 
provi d e the means to pro mo te wo rt hy causes. 

Perhaps Mr. a nd Mrs. Goul d ' s greatest a sse t in the co mmunity is t he merriment 
they both in t ro duced into a gathering where a nyone a rr iv i ng sob erly were sure to have 
t hei r spirits lifted - both partners were g ifted with a witty s pirit; ye t t hey could 
l isten to the tr ials o f othe r s with un derst a n ding and, b e ing very popular people, 
were often g iven t ha t o ppo rtunity . 

The l a r g e lot su rroundi ng the Goul d ho me is lo ve l y in summer, and for a l l 
t o see an d enjoy. Both Mr. And Mrs. Gould had "green thumbs" and enjo y ed gar dening. 
Th e pas t t ense a pplies to Mr. Goul d o nly, who di ed on J anuary 7, 1 961 , and i s buried 
i n Tr yconn el Cemetary. Few men ar e so missed . ' 

Cu r a tor 1962-6 8 . P icture courtesy Mrs . H. Gould 



MR. J EREMI AH HA~IL TON - 1826-1 9 11. 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeremi ah Hamilton 

Ruth Lumley, who came with her father John Lumley f ro m Cumberla n d Count y , 
No va Scotia, t o Dunw ich in 1 812, married Henry Hamilton. Th ree children we re born: 
Henry, Thomas a nd Jeremiah who marrie d Eliza beth Winn. 

The c h il dren of Jeremi a h and Elizabeth we re: Sarah , Henry, Leslie, Daniel 
and Jerusha . 

168 

Sa r ah ma r ri ed Mr . St ru t hers . He r mother and fath e r re a r e d Lee a n d Flor e nce 
Struthers. t he ir daughter's orphaned children . Florence became Superinten dan t of 
nurse s in a Watertown, N.Y. ho s pital, and Lee a hi gh l y successful h i gh school t eacher. 
Bo th spent their .later years in British Colu mbia and Oregon . Both are deceas ed. 

Henry built his ho me just we s t of h is f ather's ho me. It rema ins, but he 
a nd his wife retired to th e red bri ck cot tage where t he Ra lph Pal mer 's now l ive in 
She dden. 

Le slie mar ri e d a McLandress . 

Dani e l marri ed Uattie Horton . 

Jerusha ma r ried Olive r K. Si lcox. 

Mrs . J eremi a h Hamil ton, who was born in 1829, passed aw ay i n 1911 . 

Cur a tor 1 9 62 - 1 968 
Pic t u r es courtesy ~r s . L. H. Br own . 

Rut h Lumley (18 06 ), 
da u ghter of Jo h n Lumley 
and Na ncy Harrison , 
wife of Henr y Hamilton, 
mot h er of J e remiah . 
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Mi ss J erusha Hami l ton was born and l ived in t he home of her parents Jeremiah 
and Elizaoeth Hami l ton on Lot 9 , south of the Tal bot Road ( now Hi ghway No . 3) . Her 
two brothers wereAr thur , a druggist in ilind sor (whose two stores were in cha r g e of h i s 
daug hter Sarah a fter h is death} , a nd Daniel , whose house still sta nds just west of his 
f a t he r ' s home . The red brick home i n Shedden , now occupied by Mr. Ra l ph Palmer , was 
built by Dani e l when h is f a r m was so l d and h e was about to retire . 

i s s Hami l ton was the p i onee r music teacher of he r nei ghbourhood . The 
p icture a bov e shows he r in her buggy , probably a g ood likeness , a s s he d r o v e to the 
homes of those many pupil s to whom she t aught mu sic . Four only o f those pupi l s re 
main : Re v erend Norman Mo r ri s , Angl ican Rector ; Mr s . R i chard ( Fl o r a Cur rie) Saxby of 
El g i n Manor ; Miss Sadi e Gr aham , 41 Elgi n s t . , s t . Thoma s and the writer . 

She was a very ac tive me mb e r of the co mmunity as shown by the many times her 
name appears i n o l d records , chie f l y as organist and l eade r in var i ous g rou ps . She 
has presided at th e o r gan in the I ona Baptist Church before and a ft e r it was moved to 
Iona Station , in t h e Iona Metho dis t Chur ch and in the Disc i ples Church (now t h e Iona 
Community Hall ) . Much communit y sing i n g had this popul ar wo ma n as ac c ompan i s t . 

In 1 912 , a f amily wa s acqui r ed when s he ma rried Ol iv e r K. Silcox , a widower , 
who wa s born on a farm nearby , and had two daughters . He r widowed mother, Gladys 
aged fo urteen ' and Rhe a , t we l ve yea r s, and the newl y marr ied couple made t he ir ho me 
a t 35 Pearl Street , St . Thoma s . La ter t hey bought a far m near Mapleto n , and l a ter 
s til l r e turn ed to f ami l i ar surroundings and friends' at Lot 4, the f i rst side r o ad 
south of t h e Mic h i gan Central tracks in Southwo l d . 

Returning to I ona in 1938 , they enjoyed so me qu i et and happy years . Mr . 
Silcox pl ayed the violi n and cornet . His good tenor voice and Mr s . S ilcox ' s 
inter es t in all things musical, p rovided them wi th a h obby . Mrs . L . H. Brown ( Nancy 
Si l cox) l ived clos e by, and was an ol d fr i end of g i r l hood days . 'The two coup l es 
s p ent mu ch time a nd many outings to gethe r . Jer u sh a died a t home i n 1942 , and Oliver 
in 1945. Bo th a re buried in t h e She dd en Cemetary . 

Olive r ' s dau ghter Gl ady s ( Mr s . T . J . LaFont a ine) of North Pal ~ Be ach , Florida, 
spent t h e summers wit h he r father afte r Jerusha ' s death . inte rs h e was a welco me 
gue st with his other daughter Rhea ( llr s . R. H. Oatman) of Spring field . 

Cu r ato r 
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